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Tribal Participation on the Environmental Information Exchange Network

 
Overview   
The Environmental Information Exchange Network (Exchange Network) is an Internet-based approach to 
exchanging environmental data among partners (e.g., EPA, states, tribes and territories).  Built on the principles of 
applying data standards, providing secure, real-time access, and electronically collecting and storing accurate 
information, the Exchange Network enables participants to control and manage their own data, while making it 
available to partners via requests over a secure Internet connection.  Through facilitating the efficient exchange of 
environmental information among interested parties at all levels of government, the Exchange Network has begun to 
transform the way information is shared.   
 
The information technologies featured on the Exchange Network allow 
EPA and its partners to save time and resources on environmental 
reporting and ensure timely, high-quality data exchanges.  The 
Exchange Network also fosters new information exchanges among its 
partners by providing innovative infrastructure and services. 

Exchange Network Objectives: 

• Improves the timeliness and 
accuracy of data; 

• Reduces the burden and costs 
associated with reporting; 

• Enhances data access; and 
• Supports better decisions on 

environmental issues.

 
Through utilizing the Exchange Network, tribes will be able to realize 
efficiencies in operations as they leverage the technology infrastructure 
to better provide services and streamline federal reporting requirements. 
 All partners benefit by having high-quality environmental data and 
access to the right information at the right time.  Becoming a partner on 
the Exchange Network allows tribes to provide closer stewardship of 
their environmental and health information.  

 
 

 
Background: 
Basic information on how the Exchange Network works, as well as grants information can be found at: 
http://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/ .  More comprehensive information, including the format for all data 
exchanges and technical and policy documents that assist the partners in remaining compatible with the Exchange 
Network can be found at: http://www.exchangenetwork.net/ .  The information on this site is available to assist the 
Tribes in the development of their Nodes. 
 
Achievements: 
EPA’s Exchange Network Grant Program has awarded a total of nearly $10.5 million from FY 2002 – FY 2006 to 
Indian tribes.  As of November 2006, 49 Tribes have received a total of 76 grants for the technology improvements 
needed to participate in the Exchange Network.  Currently, 28 tribes have indicated that they intend to establish 
Exchange Network Nodes.  In September 2005, the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe became the first tribe to flow data on 
the Exchange Network.  On October 31, 2006, the Cherokee Nation submitted Facility Registration System data and 

ecame the second operational tribal Node.b    
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